H PE
for the community

QUESTION
What if we could provide hope to the community:
facilities that are desperately needed but currently do not exist?

LEGACY REMEMBERED
In 1977 the church started as a Bible study in local home in the Blue
River community.
In 1978 Living Water Family Fellowship was launched out of New
Life Church in Springfield, OR. A double wide trailer was assembled
in a parking lot across from the church and hauled to Blue River,
OR and set on the property as the church building/sanctuary.
In 1991 an addition to the sanctuary was made to expand the use of
the building and outreach of the church. It added offices, classrooms,
a nursery, a fellowship room, and kitchen.
In 2014 a vision was set by the leadership team for an auditorium
that would serve the community up to a capacity of 300 people. This
vision was the fuel for directing the design of any future facilities
and growth or additions of current and future ministries. The goal
was creating a destination point that provided unmet needs of the
surrounding area and became the heart of the community.
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REALITY TODAY
In September of 2020, this last year, the Holiday Farm fire swept
through the McKenzie River Valley wiping out entire communities
and leaving behind little left of homes and businesses except rubble
and the occasional stone chimney. The town of Blue River was
completely burned down except for the school, which was saved as a
focus by the first responders. 800 people were displaced, and 400
homes were burned down. Of those 400 homes, approximately
200 had no insurance.
Our church property was not spared in this. Everything except one
shed burned down in the fire. The parsonage. The new guest and
ministry house that was days away from receiving its final inspection.
The church building itself. They were all reduced to ash filling the
holes left inside the foundations. Nothing was recoverable.
In the midst of the chaos, confusion, and unknowns in the weeks that
followed it became abundantly clear that we needed to rebuild and
build back something more than what was there before, a building
that could be the heart of our community and provided facilities with
certain amenities that did not exist anywhere in 50 miles before the
fire and desperately needed in the future both as the community
rebuilt and reestablished itself.
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ENGAGING NOW
Despite our losses, our ministry to the people in the area has not stopped. Another
church has graciously allowed us to gather at their facility 20 miles away. We
continue to experience and express Jesus while we teach, equip, encourage,
and feed those in our church and the community.
We mourn with those who mourn, and while we have lost everything, “we mourn,
but not like those who have no hope.” We stand as a beacon of hope as we begin
our rebuilding process and providing care and help to those in our community.
In this time we continue to aid our community. Celebrate Recovery continues
to reach out providing a path to freedom from hurts, habits, and hang-ups. We
have helped six households by providing temporary long-term housing by way
of RV’s and rental assistance.
Through generous partners we have given out 110 pairs of boots, 15 generators,
and numerous RV supplies for winterization, such as dehumidifiers which
prevent mold and mildew growth inside. We have also met cash needs for gas,
propane (which many families use for heating), food, lodging, transportation,
and auto maintenance. We have purchased a tractor to aid in fire debris clean
up and land restoration.
One of our major initiatives started during this time was to build and deliver fifty
8’ x 8’ sheds to people who lost their homes but are staying on their property.
These sheds provide secure, dry shelter for any of their tools and personal items
while providing encouragement in their journey to rebuild. To date, we have
been able to build and deliver seventy of these sheds and provide a wheelbarrow
and set of basic yard tools along with them. This initiative is being adopted
and led by other faith-based partner organizations now and is growing into an
amazing story.
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SETTING A COURSE & COUNTING THE COST
The Holiday Farm Fire resulted in a total loss of our church building, the existing
parsonage, and a guest house that was days away from being completed, along
with several sheds and outbuildings. In the wake of this loss we had to assess
whether we would rebuild or leave, and if we rebuilt what should our vision be.
Through several encounters that could only be considered divine provisions, it
became clear we needed to rebuild.
In the aftermath of the Holiday Farm Fire on our region, we have revisited our
mission and how it intersects with the current and future needs of the community.
As we have met with other community boards and parties outside the region
engaged in the rebuilding of the entire community, we have identified several
key aspects that are critical needs for the community and are not currently
provided within a 50+ mile radius of our region. To do this we will need to
“Build to this Vision” of a destination that will be the Heart of the Community,
which the church uses, and not simply “Rebuild” what was existing.
To meet the needs of rebuilding the Guest House and Parsonage and the
expanded vision for church facilities to meet the needs of the community, we
are finding we will need to raise approximately $3,000,000. This will cover the
design, permitting, and construction costs in the current economic setting that
is faced with tremendous inflation in costs (for example, wood products have
increased 2-3x their cost over the past year).
We have currently secured about $600,000 from our insurance policy, with
another $140,000 available after construction is finished and final costs are
documented. We also have $300,000 in savings from donations already. This
leaves approximately $1,960,000 left to raise.
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OUR VISION
In rebuilding the main church facilities, we aim to provide critical facilities for the
community that are not available in a 50+ mile/1 hour+ distance from our area.
Our vision starts with increasing the auditorium from the previous 70 seat
capacity to a 150 seat capacity with the building designed so it can be increased
to a 300 seat capacity at a future date. This is not only for the vision of the
church’s future needs for a gathering and worship space, but it will also provide
a space for community events like school plays and concerts, business/employee
day-use facilities, family reunions, and weddings.
Additionally, we want to build back a kitchen space that is commercial grade in
order to be a facility that can go beyond a warming kitchen but to also prepare
and serve meals to those in need in our community and to our congregation.
As an indicator of the need for such facilities, our school district is ranked at a
95% poverty level.
Beyond these facilities, we want to build our childcare facilities to meet the
code requirements for daycare facilities. This would enable us to provide day
care services to the many families in the area whose only options are currently
over an hour away.
In addition to these visions for the building, we desire to turn our 8 acres of
land into a beautiful park like setting for recreation, restoration, solitude, and
celebration. We are planning out two separate areas, a “Front Yard” and “Back
Yard.” The “Front Yard” space will have recreation facilities like a whiffle ball
field, sand volleyball court, fire pits, BBQ grills, and small covered spaces.
The “Back Yard” space will be landscaped with prayer paths, benches, and
landscaping to facilitate prayer, solitude, and quiet space. All of this will be
open for the community to use at any time.
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PARTNERSHIP GOALS
We are seeking to rebuild in a way that does not simply serve the churches needs
and leaves a building that sits vacant for six days out of the week. We are devoted
to building something that will become the Heart of the Community and provide
critically needed facilities as the local community rebuilds from the devastating
aftermath of the Holiday Farm Fire. Any support you give will make you a permanent
partner in providing hope and transformation as we rebuild from the ashes.
Site Cleanup from Fire: $50,000
Install Modular Onsite for temporary Community and Church Use: $100,000
Rebuild Guest House: $150,000
Rebuild Parsonage: $250,000
Rebuild Church Building (Breakout Below): $2,100,000
• Commercial Kitchen - $300,000
• Office/Breakout Space (2 Rooms, 800 SF - $175,000
• Daycare Space (3 Classrooms, 2,700 SF) - $700,000
• Auditorium (2,250 SF) - $700,000
• Front Yard “Activity Space” Landscaping - $150,000
• Back Yard “Solitude Space” Landscaping - $75,000
Design Costs: $250,000
Building Maintenance Fund (Offering Space at Reduced or No Rate): $100,000
TOTAL: $3,000,000
FUNDING SOURCES:
Insurance Pre-Construction - $600,000
Insurance Post-Construction - $140,000
Current Building Fund Amount - $300,000
Remainder to Be Raised - $1,960,000
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HOW YOU CAN GIVE
If you sense God calling you to invest in the re-establishing of a destroyed
church, only better than before, with the community in mind, here are
three ways:
Online:
www.BlueRiver.Church
Mail:
Living Water Family Fellowship
PO Box 285
Blue River, OR 97413
Call:
Pastor Doug at 503-582-1078
If you have or know of construction trades, items, or services are that would help
accomplish the vision, please feel free to reach out to us.
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